IMPROVING STUDENTS’ MASTERY OF SIMPLE
PAST TENSE USING GRAMMARLY

(A Classroom Action Research of the Tenth Grade Students of SMA Taruna
Bumi Khatulistiwa in the Academic Year of 2024/2025)

Jurisdiction Responsibility by:
Alia Febrian

F1022211021

PONTIANAK

ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDUCATION STUDY PROGRAM

LANGUAGE AND ART EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

TEACHER TRAINING EDUCATION FACULTY

UNIVERSITAS TANJUNGPURA PONTIANAK

2025



IMPROVING STUDENTS’ MASTERY OF SIMPLE PAST TENSE

USING GRAMMARLY
(4 Classroom Action Research of the Tenth Grade Students of SMA Taruna Bumi
Khatulistiwa)
A THESIS
Jurisdiction Responsibility by:
ALIA FEBRIAN
F1022211021
Approved by:
Supervisor | Supervisor II
Prof. i S.Pd., M.Si., Ph. D. Dr. Eni Rosnija, M. Hum
NIP. 196812301998031001 NIP. 197201031997022001

Legalized by:

The Head of Language and Arts Education Department

o

Dr. Agus Wartiningsih, M.Pd.
NIP. 197908162002122002

Date of Pass: Wednesday, 27 August 2025



IMPROVING STUDENTS’ MASTERY OF SIMPLE PAST TENSE

USING GRAMMARLY
(4 Classroom Action Research to the Tenth Grade Students of SMA Taruna Bumi
Khatulistiwa
A THESIS
Jurisdiction Responsibility by:
ALIA FEBRIAN
F1022211021
Approved by:
Supervisor I Supervisor II
Prof. Eusabinus , S.Pd., M.Si., Ph.D Dr. Eni Rosnija, M. Hum
NIP. 19681230199831001 NIP. 197201031997022001
Examiner I Examiner II
4
- d Dwi Riyanti, S.Pd., M.A., Ph.D.
. 196008231987032002 NIP. 197908042005012005
Legalized by:

Date of Pass : Wednesday, 27 August 2025



IMPROVING STUDENTS’ MASTERY OF SIMPLE PAST TENSE

USING GRAMMARLY
(A4 Classroom Action Research of the Tenth Grade Students of SMA Taruna Bumi
Khatulistiwa)

A THESIS

Jurisdiction Responsibility by:
ALIA FEBRIAN
F1022211021
Approved by:

Supervisor | Supervisor [

Prof. Eusabinus Bunau, S.Pd., M.Si., Ph. D. Dr. Eni Rosnija, M. Hum
NIP. 196812301998031001 NIP. 197201031997022001

Legalized by:

g
==
W ® ted,

o
o

#Ahmad Yani T, M.Pd.
6604011991021001

—

Date of Pass: Wednesday, 27 August 2025



DECLARATION OF AUTHENTICITY

The researcher who signs below:

Name : Alia Febrian

Students” Number : F1022211021

Department : Language and Art Education
Faculty : Teacher Training and Education
Study Program : English Education Study Program

State that the thesis entitled “Improving Students’ Mastery of Simple Past
Tense Using Grammarly (A Classroom Action Research of the Tenth Grade
Students of SMA Taruna Bumi Khatulistiwa in the Academic Year of 2024/2025)

is pure and has never been proposed at Tanjungpura University or other University.

The statement was made in truth. If on the next day there are a lot of mistakes,

the researcher is ready to take responsibility for the regulation.

Pontianak, 27 August 2025

The Researcher

Alia Febrian
NIM.F1022211021



ABSTRACT

This classroom action research aims to improve students' mastery of the simple past
tense in Grade X at SMA Taruna Bumi Khatulistiwa through the use of Grammarly
in the learning process. The research was conducted in two cycles, each consisting
of planning, action, observation, and reflection stages, involving 27 Grade X-C
students. Data were collected through observation sheets, field notes, student
assignments, and portfolios. The results of the research showed a gradual
improvement in pupils' command of simple past tense sentences, particularly in the
use of verb 2 in positive sentences, verb 1 in negative and interrogative sentences,
and the addition of appropriate time adverbs. Grammarly provided immediate
feedback that assisted the learners in identifying and correcting the grammatical
errors independently. The research results indicate that Grammarly is an interesting
tool for improving mastery of the simple past tense.

Keywords: Mastery of Simple Past Tense, Grammarly, Classroom Action
Research

il



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim,

First of all, the researcher would like to say Allahumma salli 'ala Sayyidina
Muhammad. Praise is merely to The Mighty Allah SWT, for the presence of plenty
of blessings and mercy. So that the researcher can complete this thesis. This thesis,
entitled Improving Students’ Mastery of the Simple Past Tense Using Grammarly
(A Classroom Action Research of the Tenth Grade Students of SMA Taruna Bumi
Khatulistiwa in the Academic Year of 2024/2025, is submitted to fulfill one
requirement for undergraduate degree examination at the English Language Study
Program of Teacher Training and Education Faculty of Tanjungpura University.
Many parties have helped the researcher in this research process, too numerous to
mention individually, but some of them are particularly valuable and deserve

special mention.

First and most importantly, the researcher would like to express her
appreciation to the first supervisor, Prof. Eusabinus Bunau, S. Pd., M. Si., Ph.D.,
for guiding the researcher in developing the research design, seminars, and
research, as well as motivating her to complete her thesis promptly. The researcher
would also like to express her deepest gratitude to the second supervisor, Dr. Eni
Rosnija, M.Hum., for correcting the mistakes and, especially, for her support and

patience in guiding her through the writing process.

To the researcher's beloved parents, Abang Intan and Widya Yunita, thank

you for supporting the researcher in pursuing the researcher's education from senior

il



high school until now, for all the support, dedication, prayers, motivation,
inspiration, and advice. For every time you said “Bismillah Kak, mama dan papa
selalu Do’a dan dukung Kakak”. Also, to the researcher’s younger brother, Veky
Alvarez, thank you very much for the support and encouragement, which enabled

the researcher to complete this thesis.

Furthermore, the researcher respectfully offers her deepest gratitude and
appreciation to the following persons who have supported her in finishing the study

and this thesis.

l. Dr. H. Ahmad Yani T, M. Pd, the Dean of Teacher Training and
Education Faculty.

2. Dr. Agus Wartiningsih, M. Pd., the Chairwoman of the Language and Arts
Education Department of FKIP Universitas Tanjungpura.

3. Yanti Sri Rezeki, M.Ed..., Ph.D., is the Chairwoman of the English
Education Study Program.

4. Dr. Regina, M. Pd as First Examiner.

5. Dwi Riyanti, MA. Ph. D. as Second Examiner.

6. The lectures of the English Study Program, English Language Education
Teacher Training and Education Faculty, Tangjungpura University.

7. Yohanes Baptista, M. Pd, Headmaster of SMA Taruna Bumi
Khatulistiwa.

8. Mahyudi, S. Pd, an English teacher at SMA Taruna Bumi Khatulistiwa,
assisted the researcher during the research process and provided advice

throughout the research.

v



9.

10.

11

12.

The students of class X-C (2024/2025) at SMA Taruna Bumi Khatulistiwa
contributed to and cooperated with the research process.

To the researcher’s college friends, Xavior Febriano, Kornelia Rini,
Ummu Salamah, Alima Assadiyah, Nessa Cecelia, Surya Ramadhan, and
Abil Riztian. Also, to my other friends, Diah Anggita, Adelia Putri, Sintia
Handayani, Tia Febrianti, and Ifah Fatmawati, for helping and supporting

the researcher in completing this thesis.

. To someone whose presence is equally important. Thank you for your

contribution in completing this thesis, either in terms of effort, time, or
material support to the researcher. For accompanying, supporting, or
comforting in sadness, and encouraging the researcher.

To Nadia Omara, thanks for sharing KHW on the YouTube Channel,

which the researcher always listened to while working on this thesis.

Pontianak, 27 August 2025

The Researcher,

Alia Febrian
NIM.F1022211021



TABLE OF CONTENTS

COVER ...uuciriiinniinnnninnnsisssssssssssossssssssssssssssossssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssssassss i
APPROVAL LETTER ......coonuiiinuiiinninnsencssnnncssseessssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses I
DECLARATION OF AUTHENTICITY .ccctierverensercssneecssanssssencsssssssnssssssnsssnes i
ABSTRACT ..ouuuurreeiiiiiinininneetiiesssisssssssessisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssoss ii
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ...cuciiiniiineicnnensssnnissssnssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnssss iii
TABLE OF CONTENTS .....cciiieiiennnninsensssnsssssassssssssssasssssassssssssssasssssssssssssssns vi
CHAPTER Luuuuciiiiineiiiiniicnnnicseicssnnscsssnssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssans 1
INTRODUCTION ...uuuiiiiruiicssencssemcsssnessssnsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssssssssssnss 1
1.1. Back@round ............oooeuiiiiiiiiiii et 1

1.2. Research QUESEION .........cooeeuiiiiieieeeeeeiiieeeee e 4

1.3. Research PUrPOSE......cccuviieiiiiiiieeiiec et 5

1.4. Research Significance.........cccvvvviieeeeiiiiiiiiieee e 5

1.4.1. FOTr TEaChETS. ...cceoiiiiiieiiiie et 5

1.4.2. FOT StUA@NLS....coiiiiiiieeeiiiie ettt 5

1.4.3. For Researchers.........cooouiiiiiiiiiieeiee e 5

1.6, TErMINOIOZY ..cceeeuveiieeiiiiie ettt e 7

1.6.1. IMPTOVING ...evviieeiiieeeeiiee ettt e eeee e e eitee e enaee e e eeaeeeeens 7

1.6.2. IMLASTETY -.eeeeniiieeeeiie ettt ettt e e 7

1.6.3. SIMPIe PASt tENSE ..vvvreeeiiieeeeiiiee et iree e 7

1.6.4. Grammarly..........cccvieeeiiiiieeeiiieeeeiieeeeeieeeeeeireeeeeeree e s eeneeeeens 7

1.6.5. SMA Taruna Bumi Khatulistiwa..........ccccceevvvieniiennieeniieeen. 7

CHAPTER II .c.ouuiiiiiiiiinniiinsnnnsssenssssensssseissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssass 8
LITERATURE REVIEW .....cciiniiinuiinnninnneissssnissssnsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssass 8
2.1 TOINSES .ttt et et 8

2.1.1. Definition 0f TENSES .....ccvvrieriieiiiieiiie e 8

2.2, SimPle Past TENSE .......uvvviiiieiiiiiiiiiee et ee e e 9

2.2.1. Definition of Simple Past Tense .........c.cccoeeevvvvieereeeiiiiiiienennn. 9

2.2.2. The Form of Simple Past Tense ..........cceeeeveeeeriiiieeeiieeeee 11

2.2.3. The Signals of The Simple Past Tense ........cc.cecovveveviierennnee. 14

2.3, GrammaT]y .....cooeerieiieeeiiiee et e ettt e e e et 15

2.3.1. Definition of Grammarly for English Learning...................... 15

2.3.2. Mastering Simple Past Tense Using Grammarly. ................... 18

vi



2.3.4. Disadvantages of Grammarly .............cccoocoiiiiniiiiinniineee, 22

CHAPTER IHL...ouuciiiiuiiiiniinsencssnnsssssnsssessssassssssssssssssssasssssssossssssssassssssssssassssnss 24
METHODOLOGY ..cuueiiirueinnranicssencssnnsssassssssssssssssssassssssssssssssssassssssssssssssssasssss 24
3.1. Research Desi@n .......cccueiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 24

311 Planmiing.....o.eeei e 26

30120 ACHINE et 26

3.1.3. ODSEIVING ...ttt e e e ee e e 27

3.1.4. RefleCting ....eveeeeiiiieeeiiiee e 27

3.2. Research SUDJECT.......uiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiiceecee e 29

3.3. Techniques of Data Collection ............ccceeevvviieeeniiiee e 30

3.3.1. ODSEIVALION. ....eeeiiieeiiieiiie ettt e 30

3.3.2. DOCUMENLATION .....eeieieeiiiieeeeiiiee ettt e e e 31

3.3.3. Students’ ASSIZNMENLS .......ccceevvrriiieeeeeeiiciriieeeeeeeereinnreeeeeens 31

3.4. Instrument of Data Collection ............ccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e, 32

3.4.1. Observation Checklist and Field Notes..........ccccceeeevereennneen.. 32

3.4.2. Photo and Portfolio ...........coooviiiiniiiiiiiee e 33

3.4.3. Grammar ASSIZNIMENLS ......ccevvrreeririeeeeriieeeeeiieeeeenreeeeeeneeess 34

3.5. Data ANalySiS....cccuviieeeciiiie et 34

3.5.1. Students' SCOTES ....ceovviiiiieiriiieeiiee et 35
CHAPTER LIV utiiiiiiniicninnneisnsisssneiessssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 39
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION.....ccvciervurisssercssrensssasssssersssssnsssassssssssssssssssnsees 39
A1, FINAINGS...iiiiiiiiieeiiee ettt e e e 39

411, FIrst CYCIE vt 39

4.1.2  Second CYCle ....coovviiieiiiiieciiie e 48

4.2.  The results of Students' Portfolio...........cccceevveeniieeniiennieenne 54

4.2.1. Results of Observation Checklist and Field Notes ................. 54

4.2.2. Results of Students’ SCOTES........covouirreriiiiieeiiiie e 55

4.3, DISCUSSION teereiiiiiiieiiiieeeeiiee et ee e et e et e e eeeee e e 59
CHAPTER V.uuoioiiiiniinnniinseisssniissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssses 61
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION ....veiieiscnnnicssssanissssssessossssssssssssssssossones 61
5.1, CONCIUSION . ...eeiieiiiit ettt e e e 61

5.2, SUZEESLION ...eeeeeiiiieeeeiiee e et e et e e eee e e et e e et e e et eaeeeneeeens 61

vil



References ......
APPENDICES

viii



List of Tables

Table 2.1 The Formula of Simple Past Tense ............cccceeeeevieeeenciereenen, 13
Table 3.1 Assessment Rubric of Mastery Simple Past Tense ................... 36
Table 3.2 Universal Formula............ccooooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiicc e, 37
Table 3.3 Formula of Students' Mean Score........cccovvveeeeeviiiiiiieeeeeeeeen, 37
Table 3.4 Students Category Mean SCOTC........cccveveeverieeeecnieeeeerree e 38
Table 4.1 The Mean Student SCOTES...........eeviieeieiiiiiiieeeeeeiiiiiieeeeeeeeeians 56

X



List of Figures

Figure 3.1 The Classroom Action Research Model ...........ccccooveeviinne. 25
Figure 4.1 Chart of Students' Improvement..............cccceeeeeeviieeenniereennn, 57
Figure 4.2 Chart of Assessment aspects in the rubric in Cycle 1.............. 58
Figure 4.3 Chart of Assessment aspects in the rubric in Cycle 2.............. 58



List of Pictures

Picture 2.1 Grammarly ...........cccccveeioiiiiiiiiiiieeeciiee e 17
Picture 5.1 The teacher explains the material of the recount text. ............ 99
Picture 5.2 Students explain in pairs about Text Recount ........................ 99
Picture 5.3 The teacher discusses and explains.........ccccceeevueerrveennnennne 100
Picture 5.4 The teacher and researcher assist the students ..................... 100
Picture 5.5 Report for Starting Class in Cycle 1........ccceeviiiiiiinineenne. 101
Picture 5.6 Students complete the Pre-Test Cycle 1........ccccvvveveninennnnee. 101
Picture 5.7 Students complete the Pre-Test Cycle 1........coccvvvieernnnrnnnne. 102
Picture 5.8 Students complete the Pre-Test Cycle 1.........cccceveeriinennnne. 102
Picture 5.9 The Teacher and researcher explain the Grammarly ............ 103
Picture 5.10 Question and answer session between students ................. 103
Picture 5.11 Students complete the test using Grammarly Cycle 1 ........ 104
Picture 5.12 Students complete the test using Grammarly Cycle 1 ........ 104
Picture 5.13 The researcher and teacher provided feedback .................. 105
Picture 5.14 Students listened and followed instructions....................... 105
Picture 5.15 Students completed the test using Grammarly ................... 106
Picture 5.16 Students completed the test using Grammarly ................... 106

X1



List of Appendices

APPENDIX 1 Observation Checklist Preliminary ..............cccceeeveveeennn. 69
APPENDIX 2 Field Notes Preliminary Observation .............c.ccccceuveeeenn. 70
APPENDIX 3 Observation Checklist Cycle 1.........cccocvvvvvieieiiiicniiiennnnn. 72
APPENDIX 4 Field Notes Cycle 1 .....cooviieiiiiiieiiiieeeee e 74
APPENDIX 5 Observation Checklist Cycle 2........ccccovevvvieeiivieeeirieeens 76
APPENDIX 6 Field Notes Cycle 2 ......ooooiiiiieiiiiieeiiee e 78
APPENDIX 7 The Preliminary Portfolio of Class X-C .........c.ccceevveeennne 80
APPENDIX 8 The portfolio of Pre-Test in Cycle 1 (19th May 2025)...... 81
APPENDIX 9 The portfolio of Test Using Grammarly in Cycle 1 .......... 82
APPENDIX 10 The Portfolio Cycle 2 (26th May 2025) ........ccceeeuveennee. 83
APPENDIX 11 Lesson Plan .......c.coooveeiiiiiiiiiiiiieniieeeceeeee e 84
APPENDIX 12 Rubric ASSESSMENLS .....ccccvvireeiiiiieeaiiieeeeiiieeeeeiiee e 97
APPENDIX 13 Range SCOTE ........uviiiieieiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeiiiieee e 98
APPENDIX 14 Classification of Students’ SCOTeS ..........ccovvveervreenureennne. 98
APPENDIX 15 Formula Calculating ...........ccooocoeiiiiiiiiiiie e 98
APPENDIX 16 Photos of Students’ Activities in the Classroom............. 99
APPENDIX 17 Students' answer sheets (Text Recount Analysis) ......... 107
APPENDIX 18 Students' answer sheets Pre-test (Cycle 1).................... 110
APPENDIX 19 Students' answer sheets Using Grammarly ................... 113
APPENDIX 20 Students' answer sheets Using Grammarly ................... 116
APPENDIX 21 The research permit letter ...........cccooeoeieiiiiiiiininennes 119
APPENDIX 22 The research assignment letter...........ccccoeevvvveeeienennnnnn 120
APPENDIX 23 The research permit reply letter..........cccceevvvvereienennnnn. 121

Xii



CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1. Background

English language learning includes four main skills, one of which is writing.
Writing is a complex productive skill as it involves grammar, vocabulary, and
proper text structure. Gardener (2016) stated that writing is the most difficult
skill for second or foreign language learners to master. In the context of English
language learning in schools, writing skills are often a significant challenge,

especially in terms of using correct grammar.

SMA Taruna Bumi Khatulistiwa had already implemented the Merdeka
curriculum system. In the Merdeka curriculum for the X Grade high school level,
it had entered phase E. In this phase, there are learning outcomes in writing and
presenting. It is stated that at the end of phase E, students produce more varied
written and visual texts, using language features, vocabulary, and verbs correctly.
The Merdeka curriculum places great emphasis on students’ skills to write and
express ideas through text. According to Zidan and Omariah (2023), the
Merdeka curriculum encourages the use of technology and digital media to
strengthen students’ writing skills. Teachers must master the ability to utilize
technology to support teaching and learning activities in the classroom. Students
can utilize digital media platforms to explore various types of texts and enhance

their interaction with learning materials.



The researcher previously observed and taught students in class XC at SMA
Taruna Bumi Khatulistiwa during an internship program from September to
December 2024. The results of teaching in class XC showed that students had
difficulty writing and mastering sentences in the simple past tense. Students in
class XC of SMA Taruna Bumi Khatulistiwa have difficulty understanding how
to write simple past-tense sentences. Students’ difficulty in mastering the simple
past tense is that many students cannot place the verb tense correctly. Simple
past is a sentence that uses verb form 2, but students in class XC still use a lot of
verb 1 or verb 3. In addition, the negative form of simple past sentences is to use
verb 1, but students still use verb 2 and verb 3. In addition to the incorrect
placement of verbs, students have not mastered the structure of writing simple
past-tense sentences. From this, the researcher aims to address the students'
problems by utilizing Grammarly as a tool to help them master the simple past

tense.

The problem experienced by students of class XC SMA Taruna Bumi
Khatulistiwa is in mastering grammar. Grammar is the basic rule of language.
Grammar is the basis of teaching writing skills. Systems and patterns in grammar
are essential for composing understandable sentences. There are many grammar
rules, but the one discussed is tenses, because the problem faced by students in
class XC at SMA Taruna Bumi Khatulistiwa is in writing tenses, especially the
simple past tense. Tenses are verb forms that relate to time. Tenses are divided

into various types, but one of these is the simple past. According to Bradley



(2015) simple past tense is a tense used to express an action that has started and

ended in the past.

Grammar is an important foundation in writing skills because the systems and
patterns in grammar determine the clarity and comprehensibility of sentences.
Therefore, mastery of the simple past tense is an essential skill that needs to be
strengthened. To resolve this problem, the researcher took the initiative to use
the Grammarly application as a medium to assist students in learning.
Grammarly is an online grammar checking platform that can help students
recognize grammar mistakes and provide suggestions for improvement. Hadiat,
Tarwan, and Irianti (2022) stated that Grammarly is useful in helping students

find and understand grammatical errors in their writing.

Classroom action research is essentially a series of research-action-further
actions carried out cyclically, in solving problems, until the problem is solved.
By using the classroom action research (CAR) method, the researcher can
conduct research directly in the classroom and collaborate with the teacher in
developing successful strategies. This research can also observe changes in
students’ writing skills over time and identify factors that influence the success
of using Grammarly to improve students’ mastery of the simple past tense. This
research aims to enhance students’ mastery of the simple past tense by utilizing
Grammarly in class XC at SMA Taruna Bumi Khatulistiwa, employing a

classroom action research (CAR) method.



Previous research, such as that conducted by Fitria (2021) and Fahmi and
Rachmijati (2021), showed that Grammarly has a positive impact on improving
students’ writing skills, both in terms of reducing grammatical errors and
strengthening students’ learning independence. The use of Grammarly also
assisted students in writing by highlighting the number of errors and the reasons
the word is misused. Additionally, Grammarly provides recommendations and
suggestions for correcting it, as well as a description of its usage. However, there
isn’t any specific research focusing on using Grammarly to improve students’

mastery of the simple past tense specifically.

Based on this background, the research aims to conduct classroom action
research to overcome the problem of mastering the simple past tense in class XC
SMA Taruna Bumi Khatulistiwa. This research was to be carried out through
classroom action research (CAR), which allows collaboration between teachers
and the researcher in designing, implementing, observing, and reflecting on
actions systematically and sustainably. With the CAR approach, it is expected to
improve the mastery of grammar, especially the simple past tense, by using the

Grammarly web application.

1.2. Research Question

Based on the problem of students’ difficulty in mastering the simple past, the
researcher used Grammarly to assist students in mastering the simple past.
Therefore, the issue in this research is “Can the use of Grammarly improve

students' use of verbs to improve the mastery of the simple past tense?”



1.3. Research Purpose
The purpose of this research is to improve students’ class X-C of SMA Taruna
Bumi Khatulistiwa mastery of simple past tense using Grammarly.
1.4. Research Significance
It was hoped that the researcher would be able to provide knowledge for
teachers, students, and future researchers.
1.4.1. For Teachers

Grammarly is a website that teachers can use to assist students in
improving their writing and mastering grammar. Teachers can help

students by providing applications to help students master grammar.

1.4.2. For Students

This research can be an innovative method to improve mastery in
writing. It assists students in recognizing their grammatical errors

independently through Grammarly’s automated feedback.

1.4.3. For Researchers

This research can be a reference for other research, especially those
related to strategies to improve writing skills using digital tools. It can be
used as a model for similar research at different levels or educational

contexts.



1.5. Scope and Limitations

The scope of this research focused on improving the mastery of the simple
past tense by using the Grammarly web application for students of the XC class
at SMA Taruna Bumi Khatulistiwa, located in Kubu Raya Regency. The
selection of class XC as a sample was based on the results of preliminary
observations and the researcher’s teaching experience during internship
activities at the school. From the learning activities carried out, it was found that
many students in this class experienced significant difficulties in composing
English sentences with correct grammatical structures, especially in the use of

the simple past tense.

Class XC was chosen because the problems related to grammatical accuracy
were more prominent and measurable compared to other classes. In addition, the
teacher of class XC was also willing to cooperate with the researcher, which is
an important aspect in classroom action research (CAR) that emphasizes
collaboration between teachers and researchers. By focusing the researcher on
this class, the researcher was able to provide more targeted interventions and

monitor students’ development in more depth in a controlled classroom.

Limiting the scope of this class aims to make the process of observation, data
collection, and analysis more focused and maximized. The researcher's results
from the class are expected to be an initial reference that can later be applied to

or further developed in other classes or schools with similar problems.



1.6. Terminology

1.6.1. Improving
The students can master and change verb form 2 in positive sentences
and verb form 1 in negative sentences.
1.6.2. Mastery
The students can identify and revise the mistakes in the use of verbs in
simple past tense sentences.
1.6.3. Simple past tense

The Sentences that describe activities that have already happened use
the 2 forms of the verb in positive sentences, but in negative and
interrogative sentences, the 1 form of the verb is used. This makes it
difficult for students to master the simple past tense, so a solution is needed

to help them master it.

1.6.4. Grammarly

Grammarly is a web application that can be used to assist students in

improving their mastery of the simple past tense.

1.6.5. SMA Taruna Bumi Khatulistiwa

The school used as the research site is located on Jl. Arteri Supadio,

Sungai Raya, Kec. Sungai Raya, Kubu Raya Regency, West Kalimantan.



