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ABSTRACT 
 

Yunita, Ita. 2024. Improving Students’ Skill in Writing Recount Texts through 
Picture Series (Classroom Action Research to Year 8 Students of 
SMPN 01 Semparuk in Academic Year 2023/2024). Supervisor I: Dr. 
Regina, M.Pd Supervisor II: Yanti Sri Rezeki, M.Ed., Ph.D 

 

This research aimed to describe how picture series improved students’ 
skill in writing recount text. This research was conducted to Year-8 students of 
SMPN 01 Semparuk in Academic Year 2023/2024. The students in class VIII 
B that consist of 23 students were the subject of this research. The method used 
in this research was Classroom Action Research which has been conducted in 
two cycles. The researcher used observation checklist table, field notes and 
writing test as the tools of data collection in this research, and the data has been 
analyzed both qualitatively and quantitatively by referring to the result of tools 
of data collection. The finding showed that the use of picture series improved 
students’ skill in writing recount text. The improvement could be seen by 
referring to students’ participation, students’ mastery of writing recount text, 
students’ writing test score and class situation from the first cycle to the second 
cycle. It could be concluded that students’ skill in writing recount text through 
picture series improved. 

Keywords: Writing Skill, Picture Series, Recount Texts, Classroom Action 
Research 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1  Research Background 

Junior high school students need to learn English subject based on the 

curriculum applied at school. In learning English, the students are taught 

language skills including writing. This skill relates to thinking and expressing 

thoughts through a written form. Writing is used to express ideas, experiences 

and information in written form. This skill does not come automatically, but 

this kind of skill must go through regular practice. One of the lessons learned 

in English is the use of texts. Based on the syllabus of Curriculum 2013, one 

approach which focuses on increasing students' competence in using language 

for communication purposes is text-based learning which focuses on the 

function of language and its use (Ministry of Education & Culture, 2017). The 

students need to be able to write some texts as the product of writing. Junior 

high school students are guided to use various types of text, and one of them is 

recount text (Ministry of Education & Culture, 2017). 

According to the result of interview with the English teacher at SMPN 

01 Semparuk, it was reported that the students in VIII B that consist of 23 

students still had difficulties in writing recount text. Based on the information 

which was delivered by the existing English teacher at this school, the students 

frequently got confused in generating the ideas to write, especially in how to 

write a sequence of activity systematically. They needed clear instructions and 

examples from the teacher in order to attract their attention to the concerned 



2 
 

 

lessons. In addition, the students were unfamiliar with the use past tense in text 

especially the form of verb 2 and sometimes they were lack of vocabulary. To 

settle down those problems, appropriate teaching media is demanded by the 

students. The teaching-learning activities can involve pictures as the teaching 

media to motivate and help the students do the task well. The teacher also needs 

to develop the teaching materials to attract the students’ attention to the 

concerned lessons. The use of appropriate media in teaching and learning can 

draw attention from the students and build the students’ interest in the topic. 

The use of picture series can be one of the choices to take. The engaging picture 

makes the students feel excited and it helps the students to get the clue in 

writing a text. Picture series can make the students interested to participate in 

the learning process actively, it leads to an interesting learning atmosphere. By 

the help of picture series, the students deliver the idea systematically because 

the pictures are shown in a sequence of activity. 

Picture series is expected to be able to solve the students’ problems in 

writing because this media can attract students’ attention and help them to learn 

the material easily. Thus, some previous researchers conducted the research in 

the same field, such as Andayani & Arono (2016) who found that the 

implementation of picture series could be an alternative to help students in 

improving their ability in writing, and picture series could be effective to 

enhance students’ writing ability. It is in line with Apsari (2017) who 

concluded that the use of picture series was effectively used in helping students 

to improve their ability in writing recount text. In addition, Febriani (2014) 
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stated that the use of picture series also could attract students’s attention so that 

they could enjoy the learning and they could change their assumption that 

writing was difficult and boring. The use of picture series also improved the 

teaching and learning process. The benefits of using picture series as learning 

media were not only in the improvement of students’ writing skill, but also in 

the improvement of teaching and learning process (Fahrizal, 2015). 

Thus, this research attempts to find out the solution to such problems in 

writing the text. Picture series facilitates the teacher to teach the lessons by 

using interesting media. It is a useful media to teach writing recount text, 

because it can be used in class to help the students arrange the activity 

systematically. According to Putriani (2016) the use of picture series as the 

media improved students’ writing ability. It is implied that English teachers are 

encouraged to use picture series as one of the media in teaching and learning 

process to improve students’ writing skill. 

Therefore, the researcher was interested to conduct a Classroom Action 

Research to the Year-8 students of SMPN 01 Semparuk in Academic Year 

2023/2024 to improve the students’ skill in writing recount text through picture 

series. The researcher intended to solve the students’ problems involving the 

picture series. Therefore, this research was conducted to help the students 

writing a recount text through picture series. 
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1.2  Research Question 

Based on the research background, the question of this research is 

“how does picture series improve students’ skill in writing recount texts?”. 

 

1.3  Research Purpose 

The purpose of this research is “to describe the improvement of 

students’ skill in writing recount texts through picture series”. 

1.4  Research Significance 

The findings of this research are expected to give some advantages to 

the students, teachers, and other researchers, as mentioned below: 

a. For the students, it becomes the source of information to improve their 

writing skill through picture series in the aspect of developing ideas and 

organizing the information. 

b. For the English teachers, it becomes the source of information about how to 

teach writing recount text through picture series. 

c. For the future researchers, it becomes the source for relevant further 

research which has the similar problem in different texts. 

 

1.5  Terminology 

a. Writing refers to the skill in organizing and delivering the idea in a written 

form with an appropriate organizational structure 

b. Picture series refers to a number of related pictures that are linked to tell 

the activity systematically.  
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c. A recount text refers to a text retelling activities or experiences in the past. 

It has three generic structures. They are orientation, event, and reorientation. 

d. Classroom Action Research is designed to investigate the improvement of 

teaching and learning process.  

e. SMPN 01 Semparuk is a public junior high school located in Dusun Gersik, 

Desa Singaraya, Kecamatan Semparuk, Kabupaten Sambas.


